
Interview with Molin Yu : 
   Light up their dreams
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Throughout the 22-year history of our Association, our past executive committees have been enthusiastic in improving the situation 
of educational development in rural China.  Initially, we subsidized the school fees of primary students and the construction of 
schools in Hunan Province. We changed our subsidizing region to Guangdong Province due to the introduction of a policy aiding 
compulsory education in rural areas by the Chinese Government - “Two Exemptions and One Subsidy” (TEOS). After the economy 
of Guangdong province has been improved, our latest subsidizing region has become Guizhou Province. There is no straight line all 
the way through. Holding the firm belief of “Life Enlightens Life”, our Association has overcome all the obstacles and thrived to 
enlighten the students’ lives.

In the face of the full implementation of 9-year compulsory education by the government, we are encountering a transformation of 
our work. Yet, we would spare no efforts in exploring new types of assistance to the impoverished students and continuing the 
promotion of the development of rural education in China.

In the 22th year, the fourteen of us will stand together to bring love and care to the students and foster the development of our 
Association. As hard-working garderners, pursuing the dreams of the students will be the most fruitful and rewarding yield to us. Let 
education no longer be an unreachable dream for them.   

Nicole, Ng I Peng
Chairperson
China Education Association, HKUSU
Session 2016-2017

Message from Chairperson 



Research Programme
Apart from the dissemination of the information about 
China’s education, we will focus on the exploration of the 
new types of assistance to the impoverished students, such 
as the improvement of the teaching quality of rural teacher 
and one-off material donation. We will publicize China’s 
education situation by Quick Fact through HKU mass email 
and Facebook as well as Toilet News at hall. Moreover, we 
will continue to have workshops to help formulate policy and 
determine our long-term goals.

Expedition Programme
Our subsidizing region was changed from Guiding County to 
Jianhe County in Guizhou Province last year. As to maintain 
close contact with the students and optimize the use of our 
funds, we will visit the current subsidized students and 
select the students that we would subsidize starting from 
the next school year in the Summer Expedition. Further-
more, voluntary teaching activities will be organized. The 
two-week Summer Camp can bring love and care to the 
students while the Winter Expedition can let the HKU 
students and China Education Ambassadors to examine the 
situation in rural Chin and enhance their knowledge as well 
as awareness towards China’s education.

Fund-raising Programme
We will organize not only 
regular on-street fund-raising 
activities, but also large-scale 
event “Should Their Dream” to 
gather the public in helping the 
underprivileged. Concerning 
the donation schemes, we are 
delighted to have “Hall-to-one 
Donation Scheme” and “Mass-
es-to-one Donation Scheme” 
this year to share the love to the 
students with their friends and 
families. Donors can also go to 
the Expedition trips to visit 
their subsidizing students. 

Student Programme
Aside from casual wear day and school talk, China Education 
Ambassadors Scheme is included in the programme to 
nurture the local secondary students to learn about the 
educational development in rural China. They can get 
insight into the situation through workshops and enriching 
experiential camp. More importantly, they can take actions 
to participate in on-street fund-raising activities and the 
Winter Expedition as well as to organize self-initiative 
fund-raising activities at school in order to have hands-on 
experience.
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Red Packets for Love
After the Lunar New Year, we collected the red packets 
money from the teachers, students, staff and visitors 
to raise fund for the underprivileged students in rural 
China at the University of Hong Kong. Apart from the 
donation, you could write Faichuns to send the sincere 
hope and blessings to the students. Thanks to the 
heartfelt generosity and support, the activity has been 
a great success in raising nearly $24,000. It is more 
blessed to give than to receive. We wish you all and the 
students staying blessed. 

Our Events

On-street fundraising event is organized on a regular basis. On 26th, 27th of March and 21st, 22nd of 
May, we had our first and second on-street fundraising events near Heng Fa Chuen and Taikoo MTR station 
respectively. Thanks to the support from the public, the two on-street fundraising events were successfully 
held. The sultry weather did not hold back our passion to promote our charity work to the pedestrians. Nota-
bly, under such a politically sensitive environment like nowadays Hong Kong, some people are very confused 
about our association with other political parties. After we made our clarification that our association is a 
non-political charity, people showed their admiration to our dedication to those underprivileged students in 
Guizhou Province.



糍

Our annual fund-raising activity China Education Festival 2016 was 
held successfully from March 29 to April 8 with the theme “Let their dreams set 
sail”. We hope to raise the awareness of our HKU students and staffs towards the 
educational development in rural China and show our love and care to the 
students there through holding exhibitions, charity sale, fund raising as well as 
photo taking events. 

A photo exhibition was held to show the need of the students in rural China as well 
as the education situations there so to convey students’ wishes and dreams.  For 
example, overcrowded classrooms, insufficient teaching materials and facilities, 
inadequate resources for sports and art classes  . Students could also write some 
encouraging words to show their blessings to the students in rural China. 
Moreover, we are glad to cooperate with four consignment shops and attract many 
students and staff to buy our Maltesers Mochi, Cheung Chau big fishballs and 
freshly made juice. 

Thank you all for your eager support. We hope that everyone can continue to show 
their concern towards rural education. To let their dreams set sail and let them 
know that education is no longer an unreachable dream. 

烤

SHOULDER THEIR DREAM 2016
Upon from receiving the compliments and support from the participants in SHOULDER THEIR DREAM 2015, CEA will continue to organize the same annual fundraising 
programme this year. Participants will form into groups of 2 to 4 to carry a shoulder pole of sweet potatoes and corns to finish the 10 km arduous trail. This year, barbecue will 
also be held at the terminal point. The aim of the activity is to allow the participants to experience the hardship of underprivileged students who carry the heavy shoulder poles 
and the heavy burden of the families. Proceeds will be used to subsidize the underprivileged senior high school students in Jianhe, Guizhou. 
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During the reading week in March, we paid a visit to Jianhe County in Guizhou Province. In the trip, we 
visited both the academic staff and students in a local high school and a primary school. Direct interviews 
made during the trip rendered it possible for us to understand, comprehensively, the overall development 
and educational progress made at a local town and city level. This trip serves not only as a chance for us to 
observe the social and economic conditions of the community, but also a key channel for us to understand 
the prospective state's policy on poverty. Learnt from the teachers' mouths, we now have a clearer direction 
on our future subsidisation work on students.

What came to our eyesight first when we stepped into Jianhe County were the mesmerising neon lights, 
which made us wrongly assume that the place was fairly developed. Yet after mingling with the locals there, 
we knew the poverty situation there was still dire due to the monotonous development mode in Jianhe 
County. In the absence of high-value added industries as well as various job choices and vacancies, families 
there could do nothing but migrating to other prosperous cities for higher-paid jobs. They then transfer the 
money back to their homeland. Sad but true, this was how the severe problem of left-behind children was 
resulted. One heartbreaking truth we came across - there was a recorded 90% of left-behind children in one 
of the village primary schools we visited. Rarely could they meet their parents in a year. However, we were 
all surprised by their optimism and innocence. Instead of being shy and quiet, they all loved to play with us 
when we were there even though we were, theoretically, to them, nothing more than a stranger. We then 
realised, what they were looking for was simply our presence so that they could share their stories and we 
listen. Although we did not stay long, their contented and big smiles already revealed how blessed they felt 
because of our rare visit.

There exists a huge contrast between their poverty-stricken lives and ours in Hong Kong. It is therefore hard 
for us to imagine how they made a living in a place where resources are extremely scarce. Thanks to the trip, 
we got to know more about the authentic poverty situation there such as students having their sports lesson 
by carrying large stones and doing warm-up in a small corner. After talking to the principal there, we now 
understand what they are desperately lacking of, are indeed, some basic infrastructure e.g. radio for English 
listening use. Nonetheless, another piece of saddening fact is, all too often, our hands are tied because of the 
diverge development standard between two places that even if we want to donate hardwares for them, the 
pitiful mismatch problem of the teaching materials and facilities of the two places remain unsolved.

Despite the disappointing reality we witnessed there, still, we are not in total despair as the Central govern-
ment has come up with the latest policies, addressing the pressing poverty problem there. It is hoped that 
students’ livelihood and the overall educational situation will be improved when we visit there again in the 
near future. Lamentable as it is, what students truly need are the love and care from us. We sincerely wish 
Hong Kong citizens can generously offer a helping hand to those in need. Bless and be blessed.

Expedition Diary
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Interview with Molin Yu: Light up 
their dreams

Local comedian Molin Yu is well-known for not only being 
hilarious on the box but also being a generous donor for 
subsidizing the construction of an elementary school called 
“Yu Mu Lian Hope School” in rural parts of Guizhou 
Province. It is our honour to have Molin being interviewed to 
share her opinions on rural China educational development 
and charity work.

Empower the children
In 2005, Molin donated her retirement fund to build the first 
elementary school “Yu Mu Lian Hope School” in Ahshi 
County in Guizhou province. Her kindness and generosity 
have benefited more than 300 students. Recalling Molin’s 
memories of her visit to the school 11 years ago, she is still 
impressed by the enthusiasm of the students there. Although 
it was raining like dogs and cats that day, the sincere students 
were still holding the banners cheerfully to welcome the 
great donor. Molin urged them to stay indoor when she 
arrived. “They could only drink mud water and eat corns for 
meals.”* She recounted overwhelmingly. Addressing the 
importance of education, Molin without high qualifications 
endeavours to empower the children and realize their 
dreams. Being humorous as usual, Molin made a joke on her 
lowly proficient Putonghua and said that the language 
barrier did not stop her from expressing her sincerity and 
passion towards the kids.
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Many a little makes a mickle 
When it comes to the difficulties that the charitable organi-
zations are facing, the economic gloom together with the 
emergence of different charities have discouraged the 
fund-raising work. However, Molin thought that Hong Kong 
people’s enthusiasm for contribution to the needy would not 
diminish and we as in a better-off city should help the 
underprivileged as much as we can. “Every penny counts. It 
does not matter whether it is donated by a millionaire or an 
ordinary person.” Having known that our Association is 
solely organised by undergraduates, Molin encouraged us to 
continue to pursue our mission “Life Enlightens Life”.

Apart from Molin and our Association, you can have a role to 
play to promote the educational development in rural China. 
Let us light up the dreams of the children.

*PS: Since the implementation of Nutritious Meal for 
Students Policy in 2011 by the central government, the 
quality of meal services has improved in general. However, 
problems like the delay of budgeting and lack of knowledge 
on nutritious meals of schools would still pose the rural 
students’ health at risk. Besides that, the teaching quality 
and hygiene issues also hinder the educational development. 
We would continue to spare no efforts in addressing the 
problem.

着



8


